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Local business

Wine bar takes root

BY STEPFANIE ROMINE | SROMINE@ENQUIRER.COM
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OVER-THE-RHINE - Before the advent of in-home washers and dryers, Laundromats were a
place to socialize. Lavomatic Café, a wine bar and restaurant opening today at 1211 Vine St., will

serve a similar purpose for the up-and-coming Gateway Quarter.

"People who didn't have laundry facilities at home; that's where they went to meet people living in
the neighborhood," said chef Jean-Robert de Cavel, a partner in the restaurant. "That's what we
wanted here. We wanted a place for people in the neighborhood to come."

Lavomatic, touted as an urban French wine bar, draws on its history - the building is believed to
have housed a Laundromat, and "Lavomatic" is a French word for Laundromat.

But the wine bar and bistro focuses on the
future, too, said chef Joanne Drilling. The
floors and tables are bamboo, and the bar is
made of cork - a nod to sustainability and to
vino. The table bases were recycled from
Grammer's bar and restaurant, which Martin
Wade, de Cavel's partner, now owns.
Ductwork and exposed brick give the narrow,
bright restaurant an urban feel, and a rooftop
dining area - which will open by April - offers
an urban oasis in the intimate, 80-seat
restaurant.
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Some décor came from neighboring shops,
including Metronation, the furniture and gift
store that is adjoined to Lavomatic.

And the food - "rustic, full-flavored French
fare," Drilling said - will be local whenever
possible: Buffalo, rabbit and chicken are all farmed nearby, with plenty of ingredients coming from
Findlay Market. Christian Moerlein brews will be served and used in some dishes, and Madisono's
gelato and sorbets will compliment desserts by pastry chef Marni Ward.

"We're really committed to trying to be green as much as possible," said Drilling.

"l really wanted us to have a down-to-earth feel to the food and to the wine," she added. "(Our
customers) are people who love food, people who love wine. | want, and Burke (Morton,
Lavomatic's manager and sommelier) wants, for people to come here and feel comfortable."

Two entrées and two glasses of wine are expected to run about $50, said Morton.

Morton, the sommelier at Jean-Robert at Pigall's until last weekend, said about 25 to 28 wines will
be available by the glass for $6-$12, with 75 wines by the bottle. Bottles of wine will sell for about
$10 above retail, he said, a lower price point than at many restaurants.

"Ultimately, we want to make it easy for people to try good wines, to learn about wines," said
Morton. "While it's a magical drink, it's just a drink, so | want people to feel like it's just that."

Drilling - who worked with de Cavel at the Maisonette and at Jean-Robert at Pigall's - added: "We
would really like to be a part of the community here. Burke and | have really made a point to meet
the people in the neighborhoods, and they will be a large part of the regular customers."

De Cavel said that the wine bar will welcome single diners from the newly renovated condos and
apartments in the Gateway Quarter.

"It must be like the SoHo of the late '60s early '70s in New York City," de Cavel said of Over-the-
Rhine. "Every month this area changes, a new store opens, bringing more people."
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Burke Morton (left) is the manager, Joanne Dirilling is chef de
cuisine and Jean-Robert de Cavel is one of the partners of the
Lavomatic Café that opens today in the Gateway Quarter of
Over-the-Rhine.

Address: 1211 Vine St. in Over-the-Rhine
Phone: 513-621-1999

Hours: Opens at 11:30 a.m. for lunch Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m. for brunch Saturday and
Sunday; kitchen closes at 9:30 p.m. Sunday though
Thursday, 10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. The
kitchen will also serve a limited late-night menu.
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Wade agreed, and he praised the rapid redevelopment in the area: "By opening up this, it gives
credibility to this part of our community."

Wade and de Cavel, along with Annette Pfund-de Cavel and Marilyn Wade, own also own Jean-
Robert at Pigall's, Twist Lounge at Pigall's and JeanRo Bistro in downtown Cincinnati, and
Greenup Café and Chalk Food + Wine in Covington.
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Meredith Molli (left) in the Lavomatic Café's kitchen before
opening its doors to friends and family Monday.

Grammer's, the historic German restaurant in
Over-the-Rhine, will reopen Thursday as a bar,
said owner Martin Wade.

He and his wife, Marilyn Wade, bought the building
at Walnut and Liberty streets from former
Cincinnati Vice Mayor Jim Tarbell in September.

"We decided three months ago to reopen
Grammer's and see if we could help jump-start this
part of the world," Wade said.

Grammer's, which has been open only for private
functions since 1992, will be open Tuesday through
Saturday from 4 p.m. until midnight or 1 a.m., said
Wade.

"It's an institution," Wade said of the 19th-century
building. "It's like when we reopened (what is now
Jean-Robert at) Pigall's."

The menu will be limited at first, Wade said, with
bratwurst, mettwurst and soft pretzels.

Wade has hired Ryan Breen, formerly of Greenup
Café in Covington, and Lois Parker, formerly of
Coach and Four restaurant, to manage Grammer's.

Wade now owns more than a dozen other parcels
between 14th and Liberty streets on Walnut and
Clay streets.

Information: 513-421-8300

* Keith Reed's P&G blog
* Cincinnati.Com Career News

* Cincinnati.Com Business Tip Sheet

« Cincinnati Real Estate News

= “] can reach thousands
of customers in one hour”

Advertise Here

Sell_Your_Home! Fast!

Free 24 Hour recorded message! 888-620-0272 Toll
FreeOnline Fast Response Form!
SellHomesQuickly.org

Buying or Selling a House?

Need your home to sell? Don't hire just a real estate
agent - hire a REAL ESTATE MARKETING EXPERT.
Contact Tony G. for all your real estate needs.
TonyGSells.com

Sell That Property

Interested in selling your property quickly? We are
looking for properties in Butler or Warren County. Use
the link below to access our site.
SellThatHomeFast.com

Is This the Greatest Home Biz?

No risk; $30 to $150K over next 12 months; personal
training plus four free websites; residual income from
Inc. 500 Hall of Fame company.

Page 2 of 3


http://help.adicate.com/
http://zone10.adicate.com/ad/redirect.php?url=https://www.adicate.com/default.aspx?cid=100&ad_id=6723
http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080226/BIZ01/802260334/-1/CINCI&template=printpicart
javascript:void(0)
http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Site=AB&Date=20080226&Category=BIZ01&ArtNo=802260334&Ref=AR
http://del.icio.us/post
javascript:OpenC2LWindow('Gannett','ENQ_20080226_BIZ01_802260334','',%20'OAS_sitepage='%20+%20OAS_sitepage,%20'CincinnatiEnquirer',%20'',%20'Production');void(0);
http://enquirer.com/
http://cincinnati.com/
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ
http://frontier.cincinnati.com/blogs/pgblog/default.asp
http://rodeo.cincinnati.com/careernews/
http://rodeo.cincinnati.com/re/
http://www.cincinnati.com/newsletter
http://www.cincinnati.com/target/
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419335&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419335&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419336&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419336&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419337&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419337&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419338&sId=165653950&pId=4

The Enquirer - Wine bar takes root 2/26/08 7:43 AM

www.Cincy.GHB.biz

Cincinnati Corporate Wellness

Take care of your Employees Health NOW! We provide
Nutrition Lunch & Learn Programs, Metabolic Rate
Analysis, Exercise or Weight Loss Programs!
www.NutritionSOS.com

6 Weeks to a NEW You!

Weight loss & Life Style change program given by
Professionals-Lose avg 1-2 Ibs per week! Feb 16th &
18th -Western Hills & Feb 29th -Blue Ash! more...
wwwPersonalNEWtrition.com

Ads by Google

Cincinnati Tree Service
Commercial and Residential Tree Trimming. Call for
Free Estimate!

Vote for Barack Obama

Early Voting in Ohio is now open: Find your nearest
polling place now

BarackObama.com/Ohio

Cincinnati Matchmaker
Meet Serious & Qualified Singles In Our Cincinnati
SpeedDating Events

g

QL

W (Classic romance on the silver screen through February.

Gﬂ‘eal‘tthmggjl:lllrsdays om sprinqdale

CINEMA DE LUX

A NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS THEATRE

Home Local News Sports Business Life Opinion Entertainment Nation/World Obituaries Archives Search RSS

Site Map: Cincinnati.Com | NKY.com | Enquirer | CiN Weekly | Community Press & Recorder | cincyMOMS.com | connect | Cincinnati USA | Data Center
Customer Service: Search | Subscribe Now | Customer Service | Place An Ad | Contact Us

Classified Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com | Cars: cars.com | Homes: HomeScape | Apartments: apartments.com | Shopping: ShopLocal.com | Dating: eHarmony

Copyright © 2007 The Enquirer. All rights reserved. Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights (Terms updated March 2007)

e OF BB

http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080226/BIZ01/802260334/-1/CINCI Page 3 of 3


http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419338&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419339&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419339&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419340&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://cin.planetdiscover.com/click.ad?viewId=567419340&sId=165653950&pId=4
http://www.google.com/ads_by_google.html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BW03Q_QjER7rVHKDY2wTXvc3_Ae6coiyu3_rOCMCNtwGg8ogCEAEYASDpiOkDKAM4AFCCue_ZB2DJ3sSLxKSQELIBE25ld3MuY2luY2lubmF0aS5jb23IAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vbmV3cy5jaW5jaW5uYXRpLmNvbS9hcHBzL3BiY3MuZGxsL2FydGljbGU_QUlEPS8yMDA4MDIyNi9CSVowMS84MDIyNjAzMzQvLTEvQ0lOQ0nIAorSxgGoAwHoA4UG6AOYA-gDlQPoA0f1AwIAAAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.myglobalprofile.com/clean-cut-tree-service%3Fparam1%3DCincinnati%2520Commercial%2520Landscaping&client=ca-pub-0783790153222266
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3Us-_QjER7rVHKDY2wTXvc3_Ae-0m1Gf496zBpuH1MgJsN2sARACGAIg6YjpAygDOABQ8qihjQVgyd7Ei8SkkBCgAYHfk_wDsgETbmV3cy5jaW5jaW5uYXRpLmNvbcgBAdoBV2h0dHA6Ly9uZXdzLmNpbmNpbm5hdGkuY29tL2FwcHMvcGJjcy5kbGwvYXJ0aWNsZT9BSUQ9LzIwMDgwMjI2L0JJWjAxLzgwMjI2MDMzNC8tMS9DSU5DScACAagDAegDhQboA5gD6AOVA-gDR_UDAgAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://my.barackobama.com/gotvoh&client=ca-pub-0783790153222266
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3Us-_QjER7rVHKDY2wTXvc3_Ae-0m1Gf496zBpuH1MgJsN2sARACGAIg6YjpAygDOABQ8qihjQVgyd7Ei8SkkBCgAYHfk_wDsgETbmV3cy5jaW5jaW5uYXRpLmNvbcgBAdoBV2h0dHA6Ly9uZXdzLmNpbmNpbm5hdGkuY29tL2FwcHMvcGJjcy5kbGwvYXJ0aWNsZT9BSUQ9LzIwMDgwMjI2L0JJWjAxLzgwMjI2MDMzNC8tMS9DSU5DScACAagDAegDhQboA5gD6AOVA-gDR_UDAgAAAA&num=2&adurl=http://my.barackobama.com/gotvoh&client=ca-pub-0783790153222266
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B_4P9_QjER7rVHKDY2wTXvc3_AZOiiULnhMiHB8CNtwHg3X0QAxgDIOmI6QMoAzgAUPiz-qwGYMnexIvEpJAQoAG9ubD1A7IBE25ld3MuY2luY2lubmF0aS5jb23IAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vbmV3cy5jaW5jaW5uYXRpLmNvbS9hcHBzL3BiY3MuZGxsL2FydGljbGU_QUlEPS8yMDA4MDIyNi9CSVowMS84MDIyNjAzMzQvLTEvQ0lOQ0nIAtfv_ASoAwHoA4UG6AOYA-gDlQPoA0f1AwIAAAA&num=3&adurl=http://www.cincydates.com/index.asp%3Foff_id%3DJRMSF-CincyDates.comPPC&client=ca-pub-0783790153222266
http://gcirm.cincinnati.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/oh-cincinnati.enquirer.cincinnati.com/money/article.htm/1059754867/728x90_1/OasDefault/showcase.banners/HeartThrobCinEnq728x90.jpg/34326132373034653437633430386630
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPT
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=EDIT
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFE
http://www.cincinnati.com/search/
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NEWS0104
http://www.cincinnati.com/rss/
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/fronts/HOME?SITE=OHCIN&SECTION=HOME
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BACK
http://news.cincinnati.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT
http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NEWS01
http://www.cincymoms.com/
http://www.connectmason.com/
http://www.cincinnatiusa.com/
http://www.enquirer.com/
http://www.nky.com/
http://dunes.cincinnati.com/data/
http://www.cincinnati.com/
http://www.cinweekly.com/
http://www.communitypress.com/
http://www.cincinnati.com/helpdesk/
http://www.cincinnati.com/helpdesk/feedback/
http://www.cincinnati.com/search/
JavaScript:place_ad();
https://secure.cincinnati.com/subscribe/step1.html
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=cinci
http://homefinder.cincinnati.com/
http://www.apartments.com/cincinnati/
http://cincinnati.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/
http://www.shoplocal.com/cincinnati/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=45202
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1095&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.cincinnati.com/copyright/
http://www.cincinnati.com/copyright/privacy.html
http://www.gannettfoundation.org/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.gannett.com/

